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Council Rock School District 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 Newtown, Pennsylvania 

Thursday, July 18, 2013 

 

MINUTES – Special Public Session  

 

I. Call to Order – An advertised special public session was held for the purpose of discussion for the elimination of 

Occupational Tax by increasing the maximum rate of the Earned Income Tax imposed by the District from 1% to 1.17%.  

The meeting convened 6:34 p.m. prior to the regular public meeting scheduled for 7:30 p.m. The meeting was held at The 

Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by the Council Rock School District 

and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities.  The following individuals were present: 

 

School Board  Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President  

   Mrs. Kyle McKessy, Vice President   (arrived 6:38 p.m.) 

   Mr. Richard Abramson, Esquire  

   Dr. Paul Anagnostakos   

   Mr. Robert Donnelly   

   Dr. Bill Foster  

   Mr. Jerold Grupp    (arrived 6:38 p.m.) 

   Mrs. Bernadette Heenan  (absent)  

   Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton 

 

   Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services (In for Mr. Mark Klein, Superintendent) 

   Ms. Donna Heverly, Acting Board Secretary  

   Derek J. Reid, Esquire - Solicitor 

 

Staff:   Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 

   Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education/Curriculum Services 

                Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board Treasurer 

   Ms. N. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 

   Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 

    

   

II. Routine Actions 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Secretary Heverly called the roll call of board members.  It was noted Mrs. Heenan was 

away on family business.   

 

 

III. Discussion Item 

 

Dr. Bill Foster presided over the meeting assisted by Mr. Robert Reinhart.  Mrs. Thomas noted the order of presentation 

would be as follows:  Dr. Foster’s presentation, questions on facts of presentation, followed by public comment. 

Dr. Foster led the slide presentation concerning the elimination of the Occupational Tax.  A description of the Council Rock 

School District taxes for residents was provided:  Real Estate Tax, Earned Income Tax, Occupation Tax and Per Capita Tax.  

Detail was given on how much revenue is collected and what the expenses are to collect the tax. Facts were also presented on 

how each tax can be changed, whether eliminated or rate change, depending on Act 1 index, Board approval or approved by 

voters.  The recommended path would be to ask voters to eliminate the Occupation Tax and increase the Earned Income Tax 

by .17%.  The Council Rock School board would determine elimination of the Per Capita Tax. An EIT tax calculator would 

be available on the district website if board chooses to place the referendum question on ballot.  It was also noted how 

Council Rock School District is one of the few schools remaining collecting the Occupational Tax. Information was provided 

based on 2008/2009 figures comparing the current Occupational Tax accompanied by a 1% Earned Income tax and using 

only the proposed 1.17% Earned Income tax.  The difference in revenue is minimal.  History of the Occupational Tax, 

examples of an average household incomes including tax due for the current and proposed tax structure were exhibited.  
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IV.  Public Questions on Discussion Item 

 

Judy Musto, Newtown Borough-  $18 Million in revenue for both Per Capita and Earned Income Tax?  Mr. Reinhart:  Yes 

Ms. Musto- Would there be one bill to household?  Mr. Reinhart:  No-individual 

 

Akos Swierkiewicz, Washington Crossing- Unclear of the actual percentage increase. Mr. Reinhart responded the increase 

would be 0.17% 

 

Diana Nolan, Upper Makefield-   Can Occupation Tax be reinstated if eliminated?  Mr. Reinhart:  No 

Ms. Nolan- Questioned revenue figures.  Mr. Reinhart clarified per state law, Act 24, the figures of revenue provided were 

based on 2009 revenues.  Dr. Foster continued to explain how the revenue will change depending on the economy. 

 

Rob Ciervo, Newtown-  Believes voters should only be concerned with the school district Earned Income Tax portion and 

not the township portion. Township Earned Income Tax rates are not all the same.  Mr. Ciervo: stated the Occupational Tax 

millage can increase by the board according to state law and questioned the maximum the millage can increase.  Mr. Reinhart 

replied that it can go up by the Act 1 Index.  Mr. Ciervo:  Can the school board increase the millage every year like the real 

estate tax?  Mr. Reid:  Yes 

 

William Diess, Richboro- Questioned if law is enacted, would some tax payers be paying five to ten times less or more what 

they are currently paying?  Dr. Foster along with Mr. Reinhart responded by reviewing the example of a $300,000 income 

with the results of a slightly lower amount of tax due. 

 

 

V.  Public Opinion 

 

 

Akos Swierkiewicz, Washington Crossing- He supports resolution to eliminate tax.  Mr. Swierkiewicz proposed examples of 

ideas to decrease budget such as reducing benefits and salaries if tax revenue decreases. 

 

Mark Byelich, Northampton- Supports the idea of taxes.  Concerned that EIT could be increased once elimination of 

Occupation Tax.  Dr. Foster stated voters decide, Mr. Reid confirmed. 

 

Rob Ciervo,Newtown- Believes it is a good idea to eliminate per capita and occupation tax but believes we should not 

increase the Earned Income Tax.  His concern would be EIT would increase over time as incomes grow.  Expressed opinion 

stating district employees should pay more of a share of benefits also commenting salaries are above national average. 

 

Ross Miller, Upper Makefield- Discussed history of Occupational Tax and how the tax is archaic.  Expressed taxing should 

be fair and equitable and the matter should be placed before voters to decide. 

 

IT WAS NOTED AT 7:25 MEETING WOULD BE EXTENDED UNTIL 7:45.  THERE WILL BE A FIVE MINUTE 

BREAK AND THE REGULARY SCHEDULED SCHOOL BOARD MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 7:50P.M. 

 

Ed Maier, Churchville-Tax issue can be viewed at in many different ways.  Believes more meetings are necessary and there is 

a sudden rush to place on referendum for the November ballot.  Stated that it is not critical to vote at this time but in the end 

voters will decide. 

 

Robert Graham, Holland- Expressed his unhappiness with the performance of public school system and how our system of 

teaching is obsolete.  He asserted the fact that if you are over 70 years of age, you should be tax exempt of their home 

ownership.  A statement was also made concerning a member of a charity organization, whom he believed, made an illegal 

motion of a tax exempt charity by wearing political buttons while attending a board meeting promoting two board members.  

Mr. Graham finds this action illegal. 

 

Michael Lavanga, District Chief of Staff for State Representative Mark Painter - Agrees the Occupational Tax is uneven tax.  

Supports the idea the tax is inefficient and wasteful expense to collect.  Continued to share he was a Council Rock graduate 

and his mother currently lives in Holland. 
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Mrs. Thomas concluded the meeting at 7:41 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Having no further public comment, the meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Donna Heverly 

Secretary to the Board of School Directors 

  


